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In guest rooms, L-s 2d sofas and headboards
are upholstered in surplus 1960s West

German ponchos: table bases are
deconstructed army field desks. The stacks at

Cameron's Books (above) inspired the bedside
tables, a nod te Portland's literary culture.
(Powell's Books, the country's |argest
independent bookstore, is a block from the
Ace.) Each room also has a one-of-a-kind mural
Room 428's (top) Is a reinterpretation of shest
music by the New York artist Kenzo Minami.
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8.and 9, Right round
Music and art fuel

the Ace's mood. Many
rooms come with
turntables and a mix of
vinyl from shops like
Mississippi Records
(below, right); wooden
apple boxes used by
photographers (below)
became tables and
bathroom step stools.

12. Indie style

Hotel staff members
{left), many of them
recruited from hipster
enclaves like the Tube
bar (below, left), wear
3 look developed

by Nom de Guerre:
basic white shirts and
Dickies pants
accessorized with
Ace-approved vintage
items like pinstripe
vasts, skinny ties and
bike-messenger caps
($15 at the front desk)

1. Industrial chic
In the lobby (far right),
a steel bookcase
inspired by cne in the
architect Pierre
Chareau’s Maison de
Verre in Paris (right)
holds a lending library
and a turntable that
plays 1950s books-on-
vinyl in the afternocns
At the frant desk,
made from a factory
storage unit, guests can
pick up guitar strings
and bike repair kits.

6. Local flavor
Adjacent {o the lobby
is an outpost of
Fortland's celebrated
Sturnptown Coffee
Roasters (lsft). By
late April the hotel's
Clyde Commans
restaurant will open,
serving Eurcpean
“peasant’’ food

at communal tables;
the chef, Jason
Barwikowski, worked
at the now defunct
(and much-mourned)
Family Supper.

7. Ghosts in the hall
In 1989, the Clyde
appeared in Gus Van
Sant's film *'Drugstore
Cowboy” (left) as the
saedy hotel where a
recovering drug
addict, played by Matt
Dilion, lived. (His
raom is now No. 428.)
Post-redesign, the
halls have refurbished
fir floors and original
doors (given sound-
deadening panels).
Black-and-white

tube socks indicate
Do Not Disturb, a
wink to college days




above in a 1940s
postcard. The building
is on the National
Heg\mm of Historic
laces, requiring

the praservation of the
lobby's original tile
and wood detailing
It's hoped that the
blocklong property
will bring new life to a
downtown strip ance
dubbad Vaseline Alley
(for its concentration
of down-and-dirty gay
bars and strip joints)

The functional aesthetic
of midcentury office
design runs throughout
the Ace, from the
water bottles wrapped
with a simple rubber
band (anidea
suggestad by the

New York design firm
Roman & Williams)

to the sober stationery,
customized with the
help of a hotel-issued
style guide and
embossing stamps.

4.and 8.

Community service
Room numbers inspired
by the numbers on
QOregeon telephone
poles are made by the
113-year-old local
company Irwin-Hodson
(above, top); blankets
that refer to the city's
iconic elk statue (above.
left) are made by
Pendleton Woolen Mills
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IN PORTLAND — GOD IS IN THE DETAILS.

Text by Jaime Gross Hotel photographs by Dwight Eschliman

For Alex Calderwood, Wade Weigel, Doug Herrick and Jack Barron — whose 79-room
Ace Hotel opened in Portland, Ore., last month — good design is about tapping into a
city’s lifeblood. “We want guests to wake up in their rooms and feel immediately that they’re
in Portland and couldn’t be anywhere else,” Calderwood says.

Like their first project, the Ace Seattle, which has spare interiors that grew out of sleek
’90s minimalism, the larger and more ambitious Portland hotel is grounded in both
the specifics of place and the zeitgeist. Rooms refer to the city’s independent spirit
and cultural scene with hand-painted murals (mostly by art students and street artists), tables
made of stacked old books (from Portland’s secondhand “bins” shops) and record
players (borrow vinyl from the front desk). To keep the ecological footprint small,
materials salvaged from the formerly run-down building— from bathtubs to signs to
doorknobs — were restored and reused. New items were largely sourced from
local companies. And to ensure low costs, the team embraced utilitarian items like utility
clip lights mounted as reading lights above beds.

Part of the Ace philosophy is to create an egalitarian atmosphere by bringing together
creative types with tight budgets and more affluent travelers willing to trade down,
as it were, in exchange for cool. (The hotel’s name is inspired by the card: the highest or
lowest in the deck.) Rooms with a shared bath, including three “band rooms™ with
bunks for touring musicians, are $85, while luxe penthouse rooms top out at just
$250. Service is “limited,” meaning you’ll schlep your own bag. And that seems fine with
most guests. In a world dense with slick and sterile design hotels, the Ace aims
to be a counterpoint. “Perfection can be intellectually stimulating,” Calderwood says.
“But things that are slightly imperfect have soul.”

Ace Hotel Portland, 1022 Southwest Stark Street; (503) 228-2277; www.acehotel.com.
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